What’s Next? Introduction to Postsecondary Education Planning

Career & Postsecondary Development Plan
Instructions and purpose: Creating a career plan is a matter of matching your skills and interests to an occupation to create a career goal, and then determining the steps you need to take to make your plan a reality. Work with YouthBuild staff and your mentor to develop your career plan and revisit the plan monthly. Remember: Career plans are a work in progress and evolve and change over time. The key thing is to keep thinking of your goals and take the steps that you need to reach those goals!
Career Interests and Values 
List the 5 qualities in a career that are the most important to you (e.g., flexible hours, working as part of a team, helping people, etc.) 
1) __________________________________________________________

2) __________________________________________________________

3) _________________________________________________________

4) __________________________________________________________

5) __________________________________________________________

Career Planning 
List your primary career goal, an alternative career goal, and a survival plan (i.e., a job that you could do temporarily if your career plans fall through).
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	Internship and other job experiences 
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Education Planning
List degree/credential programs that you are working towards or applying for to reach your career goals: 
1) _____________________________________________________________________

2) _____________________________________________________________________

3) ______________________________________________________________________

List the steps to get into the program and check them off as you complete them. 

Application_________________________________ 
Due Date________   Completed _________
Personal Essay ______________________________
Due Date________  Completed __________
FAFSA_____________________________________  
Due Date________   Completed __________
College Placement Test_______________________   
Due Date________   Completed __________

Other _____________________________________     
Due Date________   Completed __________   
Other _____________________________________     
Due Date________   Completed __________   
Overcoming Challenges 
Challenges may arise as you pursue your career and postsecondary education. However, you will be better prepared to address these challenges if you have a good game plan in mind! Try to think of possible challenges (both current and future) and work with your mentor to come up with strategies to overcome these challenges. 

Challenges 





Strategies used to overcome challenges 
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