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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media Contact:
[LOCAL PROGRAM MEDIA CONTACT]
[EMAIL]
[PHONE NUMBER]



 [Local YouthBuild Program] Celebrates National Mentoring Month with [Insert Activity/Event]

Local opportunity youth and their YouthBuild mentors focus on building everlasting relationships as they prepare for the next chapter of their life

[CITY/TOWN], January X, 2018 — Today, students and volunteers from [Local YouthBuild program] celebrated National Mentoring Month with a [insert activity/event] in honor of its mission to provide local opportunity youth with committed, caring community mentors who take a personal stake in their lives.

[Insert sentence with more information about the mentoring activity: how many students participated? What did they learn? What were the goals of the day?]

All local YouthBuild staff are trained to be caring mentors for students while they are in the program. However, the YouthBuild mentoring program also provides outside adult support for YouthBuild graduates transitioning into employment or college. Mentors include YouthBuild staff, former YouthBuild graduates, college students from local universities, community leaders and business owners. 

[Quote from a student on being a mentee, this program, their mentor, etc.]

The local YouthBuild mentoring program celebrates the multi-faceted support received by opportunity youth from their mentors and stakeholders over the course of 12 months. 

[Quote from a mentor about being a mentor, importance of this program, their mentee, etc.]

One in three young Americans are growing up without a mentor outside of their family, providing a clear representation of the mentoring gap. In total, nine million young people in the U.S. are without a mentor outside their family to walk alongside them.

[bookmark: _GoBack]YouthBuild USA obtained funds from the U.S. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention to create this mentoring model at more than 100 local YouthBuild programs. Through this model, 7,000 mentoring matches have been made and supported. The goal of this initiative is to ensure that mentored youth complete the program, enter college, sustain job placements, provide higher levels of service and leadership to their communities, and become mentors themselves.

“YouthBuild’s mission is to unleash the intelligence and positive energy of low-income young people to transform their lives and communities,” said John Valverde, CEO of YouthBuild USA. “To do that, our students require mentors who can become beacons in their journey – people who our students can look up to as an example, or for advice in difficult times. We are so proud to be celebrating the very special role these mentors play in the lives of our opportunity youth.”

National Mentoring Month (NMM) is the largest-scale mentoring campaign nationwide. The campaign was launched four years ago by the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health and MENTOR: The National Mentoring Partnership. YouthBuild USA will end the month-long campaign with the YouthBuild USA Mentoring (YBM) Track Days in Washington, D.C. on January 29 and 30, where YBM mentoring-coordinators from across the country will join together to learn new information and share best practices in mentorship. [If applicable, insert name of staff member(s) attending the track days]


About YouthBuild USA
YouthBuild is celebrating 40 years of work advancing its mission to unleash the intelligence and positive energy of young people to transform their lives and rebuild their communities. YouthBuild USA is the global non-profit support center for 360 local YouthBuild programs operating in 23 countries, with 260 programs in 44 U.S. states and 100 programs in 22 other countries. In YouthBuild programs, unemployed, low-income, and out-of-school young people ages 16 to 24 work toward their high school diploma or equivalency, while learning job skills by building affordable housing and other community assets in their neighborhoods and engaging in community service and leadership training. Proven effective by the most rigorous program evaluation research, YouthBuild’s comprehensive model gives graduates the confidence and tools they need to become strong, responsible, and ethical young leaders. For more information, visit www.youthbuild.org.


About [local YouthBuild program]
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